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situation and the political capital which was being
made of it.
" The interpellations on the Panama business,"
says  this  newspaper,   " could  hardly  have ended
differently.   It was necessary at any price to get out
of the shadows haunted by intangible and yet menac-
ing    phantoms,    where    all    suspicions    seemed
permissible.   It was necessary to bring accusers and
accused face to face, to let the light in upon this
thick smoke, to define what was vague and fleeting;
and to accomplish all this there was only the way
which has been chosen.   Yet from the political point
of view, the only one which here interests us, it is
permissible to ask if the advantages looked for in a
parliamentary inquiry at all make up for the incon-
veniences.    It is, in the first place, a strange thing
to see the matter brought simultaneously before the
Court of Appeal and a Parliamentary Committee.
To be sure, the two inquiries are not directed at the
same facts nor the same persons.   But it will be some-
times a very difficult and delicate thing to draw the
distinctions between the obligations belonging to the
first and those belonging to the second.    A more
disquieting aspect of the situation is the political con-
sequences which all the noise and base passions which
will be raised in this inquiry may have for the
Republic and for the country.   Legends are so easily
created in the popular imagination, and eradicated
with so much difficulty.   Think of the rancour of the
vanquished parties, and the political capital which
they will make out of this business for electoral